Fetal Toxoplasma infection after oocyst inoculation of pregnant rats.
Six groups totalling 53 Wistar rats were fed 10(4)oocysts from one of six different Toxoplasma strains at 15 days of pregnancy. The overall transplacental transmission rate was 51%. This varied between 10% and 80%, dependent on the strain used. The strains of Toxoplasma which are more pathogenic for mice were transmitted transplacentally more frequently than the strains of intermediate or low pathogenicity. There were no statistically significant differences in the rate of congenital transmission of Toxoplasmain rats fed oocysts (present work) or cysts (previous work).